Montréal,
accessible city

An international destination of choice, Montréal is easily accessed by land, water and air. Downtown is a mere 20 minutes from the airport, which handles some 200 flights daily. Visitors will find this compact island city great for walking, and can easily—and safely— explore its vibrant neighbourhoods on foot, at any time of the day or night. Montréal is also multicultural, boasting more than 80 ethnic communities, and enjoys an outstanding reputation worldwide for gourmet dining.

Public transit is not only affordable, it’s also a great way to get around the city. Quick, safe and clean, the metro connects downtown to major tourism attractions, as well as to numerous bus stops and train stations. In addition, cycling enthusiasts enjoy 350 kilometres of bicycle paths, many of which lead to major tourist areas.

What to see
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Only in Montréal does a simple stroll seem like time travel: you go back in time or leap to the future with every step. 
With memories of New France swirling amongst ultramodern construction, it’s no wonder that Montréal was the first North American city to be appointed a UNESCO City of Design (2006). 

Let’s step back to relive the romance of days gone by amidst Old Montréal’s cobblestone streets and 18th- and 19th-century stone buildings, taking time to gaze in awe at Notre-Dame Basilica.

Next, let’s amble towards the present through Montréal’s new jewel of urban design—the Quartier international—and beyond to experience our downtown’s eclectic mix of old and new: striking skyscrapers, heritage buildings, sleek cafés, designer boutiques and art galleries plus architectural innovations such as Place Ville-Marie and the Underground Pedestrian Network set the scene for Montréal’s cosmopolitan vibe. 

And what better than a tour of the Canadian Centre for Architecture, both international research centre and museum, to understand the importance of lines and design to this city? A magnificent structure which merges a contemporary building with a grand 19th-century house, it was built with the conviction that architecture is everybody’s business.

A short métro ride away, futuristic constructions such as Expo 67’s geodesic Biosphère, the Casino de Montréal, Habitat 67’s building-block apartments and the Olympic Stadium are all testament to Montréal’s avant-garde vision.

As we circle Mount Royal, stately greystone buildings and Victorian-style mansions stand tall, while St. Joseph’s Oratory watches over the city from its imposing perch.

Finally, we end our walkabout where Montréal lives—its 

What to do ….

MONTRÉAL BOTANICIAL GARDEN
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Published on June 4, 2009 - The Montréal Botanical Garden is always a breath of fresh air and great source of inspiration. A true oasis in the heart of the city, this magnificent greenery boasts more than 22,000 plant species and cultivars, 10 exhibition greenhouses and thirty or more thematic gardens, along with an exciting calendar of activities. This is probably why the Montréal Botanical Garden is one of the most important, if not the most beautiful, public gardens on the planet…
The founder of the Botanical Garden, Brother Marie-Victorin, would have been proud of its success today. All the more so this year, with the unveiling of Under the Cuban Sun,  an exhibition which retraces the seven trips he made between 1938 and 1944 to study the stunning biodiversity of the then little-known island of Cuba. Texts, photos, videos, hand-coloured glass plates and handicrafts depicting the lush and exotic diversity of Cuba’s flora and fauna are just some of the many features of the exhibition, which gives visitors the chance to time travel back in this avant-garde ecologist’s footsteps.

If you’re in Montréal this fall, don’t miss the Magic of the Lanterns, which lights up the Chinese Garden the entire month of October. No less than a thousand silk lanterns, handcrafted by artists from Shanghai, create a magical nighttime ambiance in this gorgeous garden. The tradition, dating back over a thousand years in China, lets visitors discover different facets of the Chinese culture each year.

Marché Bonsecours
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The Marché Bonsecours was inaugurated in 1847. A symbol of Montréal’s heyday, this imposing building was the city’s main agricultural marketplace for over a century. It also housed a concert hall and even served as a city hall. Its symmetrical composition and Greek Revival portico (the cast-iron columns were brought from England), tin-plated dome and simple and varied details make it a perfect illustration of the neo-classical style in favour at the time. Recent renovations have turned it once again into a bustling marketplace that also features sidewalk cafés, shops and exhibitions.
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Built for the 1976 Summer Olympic Games, the Olympic Stadium is the Park’s centrepiece, a bold design by French architect Roger Taillibert. A funicular-type elevator brings visitors to the top three observation floors of the Tower, the tallest inclined tower in the world, which offers a spectacular view of the city. The sports centre, at the foot of the Tower, has six aquatic pools as well as a multi-sport facility.

 For More information and more activities go see www.tourisme-montreal.org

